
                                                   

 

  
 

 

 

GENDER EQUALITY IN EUROPE: UNFINISHED BUSINESS? 

Taking stock 20 years after the Beijing Platform for Action 

 

23 - 24 October 2014  
 

Sala delle Conferenze Internazionali  
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

 
Rome 

 
 
 
 

DAY 1   
23 OCTOBER 2014 

 

 

8.00 – 9.00            Registration and welcome coffee 
 
 
Conference Opening Session 
 
 
09.00 – 9.30    Opening speeches:  
 

Mr. Sandro Gozi, Secretary of State for European Affairs, Italy 
 

Ms. Salla Saastamoinen, Director, Directorate General Justice, European 
Commission  

 
Ms. Iratxe García Pérez, Chair of the Women’s Rights and Gender Equality 
Committee, European Parliament  

 
 



                                                   

 

 
1st Thematic Session – Gender equality in the labour market: promoting equal 
economic independence for women and men and economic growth 
 
 
9.30 – 11.30   Moderator: Ms. Brigitte Grésy,  

Haut Conseil à l’égalité entre les femmes et les hommes 
 

Keynote speech: Ms. Francesca Bettio, Coordinator of the  
Network of Gender Equality experts – ENEGE  

 
Ms. Elke Ferner, Parliamentary State Secretary to the Federal Minister for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, Germany  

 
Ms. Gabriela Ramos, Chief of Staff and Sherpa to the G20, OECD  

 
Good Practice: Ms. Adrienne Axler, CEO of Sodexo;  

 
Discussion on the 1st Thematic Session  
 
 

Presentation of “A Toolkit for Gender Equality in Practice” 
 
Ms. Anu Sajavaara, Chair of BUSINESSEUROPE’s Equal Opportunities Network and 
Ms. Cinzia Sechi, ETUC Legal Advisor 
 

 
11.30 - 11.45  Coffee break 
 
2nd Thematic Session - Gender equality and inclusive growth: promoting the 
inclusion of all women and men in life, work and society 
 
 
11.45- 13.30   Moderator: Ms. Daniela Bankier, Head of Unit “Gender Equality”, 

DG Justice, European Commission 
 

Keynote speech: Mr. Stephan Klasen, Chair of Development Economics, 
University of Göttingen  

 
Mr. Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Minister of State for New Communities, Culture and 
Equality, Ireland 
 
Ms. Viviane Teitelbaum, President of the European Women’s Lobby  

 
Good practice: “Berço de Emprego - Cradle of Employment - Maternity leave 
means work for unemployed women”, Ms. Ilda Baptista, Manager of the ESF 
Operational Programme Pro-Emprego  
 
Discussion on the 2nd Thematic Session  



                                                   

 

 
 
13.30 – 15.00               Lunch 
 
 

3rd Thematic Session- Combating all Forms of Violence against Women and Girls 
 
 
15.00 – 17.00  Moderator: Ms. Giovanna Martelli, Gender Equality Adviser to the Prime 

Minister, Italy 
 

Keynote speech: Ms. Sylvia Walby OBE, UNESCO Chair of Gender Research  
 
Ms. Pascale Boistard, Minister of State for Women’s Rights, France  

 
Ms. Liri Kopaci- Di Michele, Head of Equality Division, Directorate general of 
Democracy,  Council of Europe   

 
Good practice: “Servizio Emergenza Codice Rosa”, Mr. Emilio Scalise, Staff 
Physician, Policlinico Umberto I, Rome  

 
Discussion on the 3rd Thematic Session 
 
 

17.00 – 17.30 Violence against Women and Stereotypes: Men as Actors for Change – 
Presentation of the web series “#thingsmendo”  

 
 

 

               Turning the spotlight on the situation of the European Union 
 
 
17.30 – 17.50  Presentation of EIGE Report on Beijing +20 - The 4th Review of the 

Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in the EU Member 
States  

 
Ms. Virginija Langbakk, Director of the European Institute for  

 Gender Equality (EIGE)  
 
 
17.50 – 18.05 Measuring inequalities to increase accountability: the role of gender 

statistics 
 

Ms. Linda Laura Sabbadini, Director of the Social and  
 Environmental Statistics Department, ISTAT 

Q & A Session 
 

 
 
 



                                                   

 

 

DAY 2   
24 OCTOBER 2014 

 

4th Thematic Session – Gender equality as a right and a leverage for sustainable 
development: the post 2015 agenda 
 
 
9.00  - 10.45  Moderator:  Ms. Bianca Pomeranzi, Member of the United Nations 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW)  
 
Keynote speech: Ms. Lakshmi Puri, Deputy Executive Director, UN Women 

 
Ms Ulla-Maija Rajakangas, State Secretary, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, 
Finland  
 
Ms. Irma Van Dueren Head of Taskforce Women's Rights and Gender Equality 
- Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Netherlands 

 
Good Practice: Ms. Sabine Pallas, International Land Coalition, International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Rome  

 
Discussion on the 4th Thematic Session 
 

 
10.45 – 11.15   Coffee break 
 
 

11.15 – 12.45  Final Ministerial Round Table - Gender equality: the way 
forward 

 
Moderator: Mr. Ivan Scalfarotto, Secretary of State for Constitutional 
Reforms and Parliamentary Relations, Italy    

 
Participants: EU Ministers for Gender Equality, EU Institutions, UN Women 

 
 
12.45 – 13.05   Closing Session  

 
Ms. Martine Reicherts, EU Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and 
Citizenship 

    
   Mr. Graziano Delrio, Undersecretary of State to the Prime Minister, Italy 
 

Formal Signature of the Trio Presidency Declaration on Gender Equality 
 

 
13.15   Lunch 


